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To be alive in Christian faith
To express our faith through service
To build a supportive fellowship

A Note from the Pastor …
“the Word became ϐlesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14)
As Christians we confess and proclaim this scripture. This is the “good
news” of the incarnation, that Jesus was born into human history in the fullness of time for the salvation of the world.
Each of us has our favorite story, or memory of Christmas; it might be
Charles Shultz’ Charlie Brown Christmas, it might be the long ago pageant
when the words came to life, it might be a quiet evening of hymns in a candle
-lit church. Perhaps it’s a bit of all of these.
Growing up with a German grandmother meant the tree didn’t go up until
Christmas Eve and each year one of her grandchildren was given the precious task of hanging the tinsel, strand by strand, from a tissue-lined box.
Christmas somehow happened as we slept, long after we were home from
midnight church. In the morning there were presents and, best of all, breakfast with our whole family at Gramma’s after church. And there was singing,
laughter, and great love overϐlowing.
It was many years later that I learned of the magic & mystery of Christmas
Eve in our own home. And even more years before I realized the story of a
young girl giving birth to her ϐirst child was truly God coming to life - to be
with us!
This, beloved, is what the season is all about. God, inϐinite and infant, savior
and servant, holy and humble.
Every Blessing!

Elizabeth
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Wally

Organized chaos...that’s what Sunday School Christmas pageants usually are,
aren’t they? Some of the preschoolers are crying because they can’t see their
parents; other little ones are waving madly at mom and dad; the shepherds
bump into each other because their head dresses are slipping over their
eyes; and Mary and Joseph often look highly disgusted at having to stand
near each other...
Our congregation’s pageant several weeks ago was no different. I heard one
adult involved say that the experience was “like herding cats.” At one point
during the presentation, as the preschoolers sang a carol, it looked as if
Mary and Joseph were arguing; and when Mary was talking to the wise men,
she put baby Jesus under one arm and her other hand on her hip. organized
chaos...and yet, wonderful.
Such was the case in a small church many years ago The Sunday School Superintendent was assigning speaking parts to the children—but what part
to give Wally? Wally was a nice boy, big for his age because he had been held
back a grade. His name would probably never appear on any school honor
roll, but he was well-liked and tried hard to ϐit in with the other kids. Every
other year, he had been relegated to being a shepherd, never saying anything, just kneeling in wonder at the manger. But this year, the superintendent decided to take a risk. Wally would play the inn keeper.
“Now, Wally,” she told him. “You only have two lines to remember. When
Mary and Joseph come to your door, you open it and say: ‘The inn is full. Go
away!’” The weeks of December passed. Every day, Wally would say to himself “The inn is full. Go away!...The inn is full. Go away!” Final rehearsal was a
little crazy, but Wally got his lines just right. Then, ϐinally the night for the
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pageant arrived. The church was packed full of people. Familiar story unfolded, Mary and Joseph traveled down the main aisle to Bethlehem, looking
tired and worn--and arrived at the innkeeper’s door.
Joseph knocked and Wally opened the door to him, Mary, and a whole sea of
faces watching him from the congregation. Wally froze. “Please, sir,” Joseph
said “my wife is going to have a baby soon. Do you have room for us to stay
tonight?”
Seconds passed. Silence. The superintendent ϐinally hissed from the side
“The inn is full. Go away!” More seconds. The boy Joseph repeated “Please
sir, do you have a room for us to stay tonight?” Then it came out, all in a
rush: “The inn is full. Go away! The inn is full. Go away!” Joseph put his arm
around Mary and they began to walk away with their heads down.
Maybe it was the music, maybe it was the candles, maybe it because Joseph
looked so dejected, inside Wally, something clicked and he came to life.
“Wait! Wait!” he called out in a loud voice. “Mary, Joseph, please come back.
You can have my room!”
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And everyone laughed. Everyone. Wally’s face burned. He had messed it all
up. For the rest of the pageant, Wally’s eyes were glued to the carpet, his
head down.
When it was all over and the congregation had ϐinished singing “Silent
Night,” he rushed toward the back of the church. He couldn’t wait to get out
of there. Before he could make it to the narthex, the Sunday School Superintendent caught his arm “I’m...I’m sorry,” he stammered. “I just got it all
wrong!” “No,” she said “no—you got it just right, Wally. Just right.”
~ as told by James N. Earley, II

Undie Sunday & More
During December and the ϐirst three Sundays of January, missions will be
collecting new children’s and adult underwear, socks, and mittens/gloves.
We will also be collect gently used sweaters, jackets and coats. There will be
a basket in the narthex for these items.
January 16th will be Undie Sunday and the items will be distributed to those
less fortunate after that date.
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Advent - December 2021
UMC Readings
First Sunday of Advent - November 28
Jeremiah 33:14-16 / Psalter No. 756, Response 1, Psalm 25:1-10 / 1 Thessalonians
3:9-13 / Luke 21:25-36
Second Sunday of Advent - December 5
Malachi 3:1-4 / No. 208, Canticle of Zechariah / Philippians 1:3-11 / Luke 3:1-6
Third Sunday of Advent - December 12
Zephaniah 3:14-20 / First Song of Isaiah / Philippians 4:4-7 / Luke 3:7-18
Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 19
Micah 5:2-5a / No. 199, The Canticle of Mary / Hebrews 10:5-10 / Luke 1:39-45
Christmas Eve - December 24 Our Christmas Af irmation
We believe that God has come to us; that God brought us into being, that this God
gave us breath and purpose, that we have been blessed to be a blessing to others,
that we have fallen short of this commandment but that God has nevertheless loved
us despite our brokenness. We believe that God is coming to us; that God is not
happy to leave us alone, that this God will come to us as a particular human being,
that God will be made known to us in ϐlesh and bone like ours, that Mary will soon
give birth and Joseph will soon clap his hands in joy, that Jesus Christ will be born
and our salvation made complete. We believe that God will come to us; that God
will have the ϐinal word and that Word will be good, that this God will give us the
presence of the Spirit to continue our work, that we are called to be disciples to all
the corners of the earth, that the day is coming when tears and pain will be no
more, and all will gather at the Table to sing an endless and perfect “Alleluia!”
~ By Rev. Stephen M. Fearing
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December 2021
Dear Friends of the Foundation,
Your FUMC Foundation is so grateful for past donations which enabled us in 2021
to again more than double our annual charitable giving. These funds allowed us to
meet community needs during these unprecedented Covid-19 Pandemic times.
Friends of the Foundation may rest assured that every dollar donated to the
Friends Campaign will fund 2022 community grants, plus any additional Covid-19
emergency grants should they be needed.
The Foundation’s 2021 Annual Report of Giving is enclosed for your reference,
along with a Friends campaign reply card. I have also taken this opportunity to
include several yellow Foundation envelopes for your future use, as you may be
aware Church pledge envelopes have been eliminated. Additional yellow envelopes are also available outside the Church’s main ofϐice.
Thank you for your support of our annual Friends Campaign. May God continue to
surround you with His Love and grant you Peace this coming Advent Season.
Blessings,
Mahla E. Swinford
FUMC Foundation President
Enclosures (2)

To God be the glory, great things He hath done!
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United Methodist Women Tower for December
2021
The Brunswick Stew Project was a great success! A big THANK YOU to ALL
who helped in any way ~ from setting up to cleaning up! Selling stew tickets
to chopping onions and celery! Cindy Bush and Martha Dodson, our chief
chefs cooked 14 pots of stew ~ unbelievable! Several men helped us, and
they also were invaluable. Susanne Daley did a great job of publicity. We
earned $2,728.29 for Missions, selling 195 quarts & 71 cups of stew. To God
be the glory!
Our recent Pecan Sale, headed up by Betty Miller totaled $1,056.00. This
money goes to the Wesley Community Service Center in Portsmouth. The pecans should arrive before Thanksgiving.
Our last General Meeting for 2021 was held Tuesday, November 16th at
10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Hot coffee and cider were served with pastries and fruit prior to the meeting. Martha & Jerry Dodson presented a program on the Mission Team of our church; their outreaches and how we can
support them. Circles also presented their World Thank Offerings. Canned
food was collected for our Food Pantry.
We look forward to attending the District Advent Breakfast on December 4th
at 9:30 a.m. at First United Methodist Church in Fox Hill. Nancy Yarborough
will be the speaker so many of our ladies are signing up to attend.
We are tentatively planning to give out “goodies” to the students at CNC during their exam week. We have chosen Thursday, December 9th from 12:002:00 p.m. as our time to serve. It is always a fun activity, and we appreciate
all who bake or bring items for us to distribute. We will collect the treats in
the kitchen that morning from 9:30-11:00 a.m. Thanks again.
As we begin a new year in January, we will be changing the organization of
our First United Methodist Church United Methodist Women Unit. We have
four circles, and the Circle Leaders will be taking turns “running the ship” so
to speak. Each month a different Circle Leader will serve as President. The
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Gifts Given to the Foundation for the Glory of God:





Martha and Jerry Dodson in memory of John
Crumpler and in honor of Miriam Sandstrom;
Susan and Doug Foltz

Thank you for your gifts!

Leaders are Betty Miller, Jane Waters, Cathy Nicholson, and Jeanette Leslie. Shelby
Noble will be the hub of the wheel as she will receive news from the District, which
she will forward to the Leaders. This opportunity will give other ladies experience
in Leadership. It has been a privilege to serve as your President for twelve enriching years. I have learned much, but it is time for a change. Since we had no Presidential volunteer to serve in this capacity, we are trying a new approach. So keep
us in your prayers as we, under God’s direction will try to do the best we can to
keep us united in a supportive fellowship for missions.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; lean not on your own understanding. In all
thy ways acknowledge Him and He will direct thy ways.”

Jane Waters
UMW President
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Holiday Schedule 2021
12/24 Christmas Eve Worship at 7:00 p.m.
12/23 returning Monday January 3, 2022: Christmas and
New Years’ Day Holiday—Church Ofϐice and Preschool Closed.
Please share the First United Methodist Church Tower with your
friends, family and neighbors!
Anyone who has a computer or smartphone can sign up for a monthly
electronic version! Just visit our website at:
FirstUMCNewportNews.com
Scroll to the bottom of the page, add your email address, and click
‘Subscribe’.
This could provide an encouraging and needed means of interaction
and devotion while we are struggling with health and social matters. If
you have any questions, please contact the church office.
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The Rev. Elizabeth A. Lutz, Pastor
Kim Webster, Pre-School Director
Kevin Wilson, Business Administrator
Debbie Wolﬀ, Administrative Assistant
Rick Clifton, Custodian

Church Oﬃce: (757) 595-0383
10246 Warwick Boulevard, Newport News, Virginia 23601
Website: www.firstumcnewportnews.com
Pastor Elizabeth: pastor@firstumcnewportnews.com
Pastor’s phone: (cell) 757/335-2649 (home) 757/595-5630
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