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Strengthening and sharing our Christian 
faith through fellowship and service. 

“but those who wait for the L  shall renew their strength; 
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; 
    they shall walk and not faint.”                      ~ Isaiah 40:31 



A Note from the Pastor … 
 
Beloved, Lent is upon us and the set-apart time for reflection, repentance, and returning to God is 
a season of joy for us.  As we enter this season I offer a letter from the President of the Council of 
Bishops for your reflection and prayer.  “It is time,” he says.   
 
Additionally, Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton, president of the Council of Bishops, will deliver a mid-
term State of The United Methodist Church address at 1 p.m. U.S. Eastern time on March 2. The 
video presentation will launch on the official United Methodist denominational website at 
UMC.org/Renew and be shared on Facebook.com/UnitedMethodistChurch. 
 
It is time! 
 
Grace, Peace & Love, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Message:  Time to Reclaim, Revive and Renew our United Methodist Church 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Psalm 51:10 
 
Friends, the journey to Easter has begun today as we once again mark Ash Wednesday. These 
forty days (not including Sundays) have traditionally been focused on repentance, prayer, fasting, 
and reflection in preparation for the celebration of Easter and the risen Christ. It is a time to pray 
that God will create  
within us a clean heart and a renewed spirit.  
 
There is no doubt that as we absorb the realities of splintering, disaffiliation, and post-Covid, it is 
time for us as United Methodists to make the pivot away from what was into new and concerted 
efforts to  
reclaim, revive and renew The United Methodist Church throughout the world.  
 
The approach to this season of Lent varies from person to person. Some see it as a time to “give 
up  
something.” Others see it as a season to “take on something new.” Perhaps in this unique season 
of our lives as a church, it is time for us to do both. Could it be that it is time for us to discipline 
ourselves and to breathe out that which has consumed us and breathe in that which will renew 
us?  
 
As we reflect and pray fervently this Lent, let’s breathe out anger and disappointment, and 
breathe in once again our calling and identity as United Methodists. Let’s Reclaim that we are a 
people called to love all; a people called to serve all; and a people called to openly worship our 
loving God with joy and  
anticipation. (John 13:35)  
 



 
Let’s breathe out hesitations and apathy and breathe in a desire to Revive our belief in the love 
of God, our creator; the grace of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior; and the communion we have 
with the Holy Spirit, our ever-present guide and inspiration. (2 Corinthians 13:13) Let’s revive 
our belief in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Let’s  
revive our belief in one another and the power of God to use even us to transform a broken 
world.  
 
Let’s breathe out any focus on our ourselves and breathe in a deep desire to Renew  
our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Let’s renew 
our  
commitment to reach out to all who need the saving grace and love of Jesus Christ with joy and  
enthusiasm. (Matthew 28:19-20)  
 
Friends, this is the time for The United Methodist Church to pivot away from old behaviors into 
a new vision for how God can use this church to be a beacon of God’s love for all. It is time to 
move from  
division and focus on the unity of the beloved community given to us by our loving God.  
 
It is time to move from a rhetoric that tears down and focus on the life-giving gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is time to move from paralysis and fatigue and focus on the lifegiving mission and min-
istry we are called to offer as guided by the Holy Spirit. It is time to move from sadness over 
what has been and focus with anticipation on the future with the hope that God will open to us.  
 
It is time.  
 
This Lenten Season, may we let go everything that has discouraged us and held us back and pray 
that God will guide us as we Reclaim, Revive, and Renew our beloved United Methodist 
Church.  
 
We, in the Council of Bishops, renew our commitment to pray for you as we journey through the 
days that lie ahead. In turn, we ask for your prayers as we attempt to faithfully lead in your 
midst.  
 
It is time to once again reaffirm our belief that God has not left us alone and will walk with us as 
we move forward. So as the liturgy for Ash Wednesday so simply states, “I invite you, therefore, 
in the name of the Church, to observe a holy Lent.” This is my prayer for you. May it be so.  
 
Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton President, Council of Bishops The United Methodist Church 



Family Meeting Notes 
February 4, 2023 
 
 Disaffiliation discussion 
              This is the process where a UMC church could leave the denomination 
                   *   Very contentious topic across the UMC 
                   *  Churches wishing to disaffiliate must meet several requirements, including: 
                          Congregational vote to disaffiliate, requiring 2/3 of total members  
                                 attending  
                                 a special called charge conference 
                          Consultation with the DS 
                              Financial requirements 
                                         Pay future apportionments 
                                         Make advanced payment into the pension fund 
                                       Lump sum payments required 
     Must be approved by vote at one of the special called Annual  
                                Conferences 
    Disaffiliation will not be entertained during the regular Annual  
                                         Conference 
                              Once disaffiliation process has been completed, the following would 
                                happen to the disaffiliating church: 
                                       They would no longer be in the UMC 
   *     They would retain their property 
                                         *     They would be allowed to use their UMC hymnals and bibles 
                                         *     They would no longer be required to pay UMC  
                                                 apportionments, beyond that amount required during the    
                                                 disaffiliation process 
   *      They would no longer be a part of the UMC pastor-  
                                                 appointment process 
                                                       They would need to “hire” their pastor using an  
                                                             employment contract 
                                   They would be totally responsible for the salary and 
                                                              benefits for the pastor and staff 
        If joining the Global Methodist Church (GMC), they would most  
                                       likely be required to meet any and all obligations put forth by 
                                       the GMC 
                  *     6 churches from our new district are applying for disaffiliation 
                                   Our district now extends up toward Fredericksburg 
                *     Reasoning for wanting to leave 
                               Some churches feel that the UMC is leaning away from being  
                                     conservative, especially regarding topics related to the acceptance  
                                     of the LGBTQ community 
                                  While the UMC Book of Discipline has not changed, and cannot  
                                    change until a decision is made at a General Conference (next in  
                                    2024) – these churches are wanting to leave as soon as possible, 
                                    regardless 



 

     Another denomination is being created by former UMC members in hopes these 
              churches will join – the Global Methodist Church (GMC) 
                    The GMC will be very conservative in its practice and theology 
                    The GMC requirements for ordination are being developed 
                           It is currently thought that UMC pastors who “turn in their credentials” 
                             to the UMC Bishop would most likely be accepted as an ordained pastor  
                             in the GMC. However, this system has not been formalized 
                     The GMC’s intent is to add a Trust Clause for their churches, just as the  
                       UMC has now 
                             Church property and assets would legally belong to the GMC, not the  
                               individual church 
                            The details of this Trust Clause are not known at this time 
                       There are reports that some people who may or may not officially repre- 
                         sent the GMC are visiting UMC churches in hopes of persuading those  
                         churches to disaffiliate. 
                              These conversations have often included misinformation 
                              Effective immediately, anyone who wishes to speak at a UMC church  
                                 on the topic of disaffiliation must first consult with the DS and  
                                 receive approval to do so. 
     Some churches want to disaffiliate and become an independent church 
     Churches who disaffiliate will lose their pastor, if that pastor decides to remain 
                in the United Methodist Church 
             To date, no one has approached Pastor Elizabeth with a desire for First Church 
                to disaffiliate 
              Pastor Elizabeth concluded this discussion by saying that it is important for  
                the members of First Church to be aware of current events within the UMC. 
                 *     Please speak to her and/or visit the UMC website for more information,  
                      if desired 
     Note: there are many UMC churches that are not provided this 
                            information            
 Farmer’s Market 
            This is an opportunity to meet our neighbors! 
              *     We had considered offering coffee to the attendees and vendors however  
                     the market now has a coffee truck – so we do not want to negatively affect  
                     their business. 
                          Jerry Dodson has spoken with the coffee truck vendor 
                     The truck will not be at the market every week 
                                We could offer coffee during those times 
                          We could also offer coffee flavorings, bottled water, etc. 
             *     We could offer the use of our restroom facilities to the vendors 
                          Martha Dodson mentioned she or Jerry could let them into the building 
             *     We could use this as an opportunity to “advertise” our church 
                         Pastor Elizabeth will meet with church admin Vanessa to create a small                  
                           Flyer to hand out at the market 
  



  Sunday school and service times 
  Preschool information 
       Upcoming activities 
       Contact information 
     Children’s Sunday School 
           We could use some more adult help on Sundays 
 *     Safe Sanctuary requirement is two adults in any room with children 
 *     Pastor Elizabeth and Vanessa are putting together activity packets for kids.  
       These will include: 
                         A craft 
                                3 sets: two for kids and one for an adult volunteer 
       Bible story 
           Let Elizabeth know if you are interested in helping. This will not be an every 
            Sunday commitment. 
     Holy Week calendar (work in progress) 
      Shrove Tuesday – February 21 – pancakes starting at 5:00pm 

      Ash Wednesday - February 22 – service at 7:00pm 

      Maundy Thursday – April 6 - service planned 
      Good Friday – April 7 - service planned 
      Easter Egg Hunt – Saturday April 8th 
        *     Suzanne Daley will coordinate 
        *     Request – please start collecting candy for the eggs now 
      Easter Sunrise Service – Sunday April 9 – time TBD 

      Easter regular service – Sunday April 9 - 10:00am 
     Blessing of the Worms 
            At the community garden behind the preschool building 
            Date / time TBD 
      Most likely the first part of May 
     Dinner Church 
            Mission effort to reach those who (for whatever reason) will not come inside a 
             church building 
 *     We now have a small team of volunteers to get this mission started 
 *     Ken Coleman is heading up this effort 
 *     A brochure is being created 
            Target “market” is the areas south-southeast of the church 
                               Hudson Terrace area 
                        Will also include Hilton Village via those attending the Farmer’s Market 

Family Meeting Notes Continued... 



  *     “Dinner Church” is a temporary name; new branding is being  
                                   considered now 
  *     Start date = March 6th 
              Venue is the old Food Bank down the street 
               Food to be cooked at church and brought to the venue 
        They have warmers but no cooking facilities 
         First meal planned is a spaghetti dinner 
                                      Basic concept = people come for dinner 
        Receive cooked food 
        Receive Christian fellowship and hospitality 
        Receive a brief message about Jesus 
                                       Operating plan is currently monthly 
                                  Metric for success is 10 or more people for the first event 
     One-City Marathon 
            March 5th 

            Service will be in the afternoon, as in previous years 
              *     Will also have a graduation recognition during the service 
            Pot-Luck Dinner afterward 
     Communion 
            Stay with small cups of juice and bread or return to the intinction style of  
             communion? 
             *     The group felt more comfortable staying with the small cups for now 
             *     Covid is still a risk 
  

Family Meeting Notes Continued... 



 

UMCOR Responds: 

On February 6th a powerful earthquake struck southern Turkey and northwest 

Syria.  Tens of thousands were killed and the humanitarian response is strug-

gling to meet the survivors’ needs among the devasta on and winter weather.  

UMCOR is working with local partners in the area to provide tents, heaters, 

blankets, warm clothes, meals, and first aid kits to the displaced and injured.  

Please join UMCOR in prayer for the many people displaced and for the rescue 

teams.  Support relief and recovery effort for this and other interna onal disas-

ters by dona ng directly to UMCOR or with a dona on to our church designat-

ed for UMCOR.   

Sunday, March 12 

Daylight Savings Time begins on 
 Sunday, March 12.  



What’s Dinner Church? 

 

Dinner Church is a ministry of outreach to those in our community who 

are not likely to venture into a church. This ministry is an invita on to our 

neighbors to "break bread" not only with us, but also with Jesus Christ. We 

will not only be providing dinner, but also sharing Jesus through listening, 

communica ng, and fellowship during the meal. A short gospel message 

will be given a er the meal, for which the guests do not have to stay. This 

ministry is similar to the gatherings of the first Chris ans who gathered in 

homes to tell the stories of Jesus.    

The first gathering will be on March 6th at Event Central, which is located 

on Hoiser Street in the former Food Bank building. Doors open at 5:30 

with dinner at 6:00. Janet Knudson has graciously allowed us to use her 

facility at no charge.  

We are a small group and would love to have more persons to share in this 

ministry. Anyone who would like to join us can contact me through email 

at flite3m@charter.net.  

 

Ken Coleman 

Co-chair Dinner Church  

Commi ee 

 



 

In Loving Memory of 

Dianne Brooks 

January 24, 1955— 

February 4, 2023 

John & Cathy Price request the honor of your presence for the 

celebration of their 40th Wedding Anniversary March 4th, 

2023 at 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall of First United  

Methodist Church. All are invited. No gifts, please.  Enter 

through the covered door at the back of the church. 



Easter Egg Hunt & Party 

Saturday, April 8 from 11:00 a.m. ‐12:00 p.m. 

In the field behind First United for children up to age 12 

Church Members! We will be collec ng wrapped candy in a basket in the 

Narthex.  Help will be needed the day of the event, too.  A sign up sheet 

is outside the office on the community board and sign up board. Contact 

the Dodson's for ques ons. 



           March 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Chapel 10am 

UWIF Brd Mtg 
1pm 
Bible Study 6pm 

2 3 4 
Price 
Anniversary 
Celebra on 
4pm 

5 
Worship 4pm 

Potluck a er  

service 

6 
Bible Study 

10:30am 

7 
 

8 
Chapel 10am 

Circle #6 11am 

Bible Study 6pm 

9 10 11 
Tidewater 
Decora ve  
Painters  
8:30 am 

12 

Daylight Savings 

Sun. School 9am 

Worship 10am 
Choir 11am 
Handbell 11:45am 

13 
Bible Study 

10:30am 

14 
Church Council 
Mtg‐ 1pm 
 
 

15 
Chapel 10am 

Bible Study 6pm 

16 17 

 

18 
Mens  
Breakfast‐8am 
All Welcome 

19 

Sun. School 9am 
Worship 10am 
Choir 11am 
Handbell 11:45am 

20 
Bible Study 

10:30am 

21 22 
Chapel 10am 

Bible Study 6pm 

23 24 
Preschool Pics  

9-10:30am 

25 

26 

Sun. School 9am‐
Worship 10am 
Choir 11am 
Handbell 11:45am 

27 
Bible Study 

10:30am 

28 
Book Study  

7pm (Zoom) 

29 
Chapel 10am 

Bible Study 6pm 

30 31 The Hilton 

Farmers Market 

is every  

Saturday  

from 9‐12 

One City Marathon March 5 

Kevin vaca on March 16‐24 



                                                                                                 

Our very own Martha and Jerry 

Dodson delivered snacks to a local 

fire sta on, police sta on, Yates 

Elementary and The Newport/

Hun ngton Nursing Facility  in  

apprecia on to their service to 

our community.  

Good a ernoon, 
Thanks so much for the goodie bags you made for the staff at Yates Elementary. 
Your kindness is a blessing and the treats are delicious! 
  
Maurilee Collins 
School Librarian 
Yates Elementary 
  
No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.  Aesop 



 

 

March Birthdays 

2/28  Charlo e James 

3/01  Edith Layman  3/03  Jay Nicholson  3/08  Tom Walters 

3/10 Dianne Howard  3/14  Mary Ann Elder  3/18  Tony Auby Sr. 

3/19  Chuck Bump  3/20  Norman Shields  3/26  Arline Quarles  

3/28  Kevin Barnes  3/28  Steve Hubbard  3/29 Anna Cook 

3/31  David Dellinger  3/31  Linda Filer 

 

 

 

    March Anniversaries 

3/05  John & Cathy Price     3/10 Mike & Kim Webster 

3/17  Joe & Darlene Evans     3/21  Doug & Elizabeth Lutz 

 

 

 

 



																First	Church’s	Homebound	Members	

	
	
	
Joanne	Bates	(5 Pin Oak Road, Newport News, VA 23601) 
 
Evelyn	Creasy		(107 James River Drive ,Newport News, VA 23601 ) 
 
C/O	Carl	Crigger/	Louise	Crigger		(406 Jeffress Road , Keysville, VA 23947 ) 
 
Anna	Gibson	(14301 Brandermill Woods Trail, Apt. A-307, Midlothian, VA 23112) 
 
Phyllis	Kirts	(440 McLaws Circle, Room 131 ,Williamsburg, VA 23185 ) 
 
Joyce	Harrell		1000 Old Denbigh Blvd., Newport News, VA 23602 
 
Edith	Layman	(Edgewood Park at Newtown, 5501 Discover Park Blvd, Apt 1215,    
Williamsburg, VA 23185) 
 
Richard	&	Mallory		Joyce(1103 Sam Lions Trail , Martinsville, VA 24112 ) 
 
Lynda	Rainey	(Hidenwood Retirement Community, 50 Wellesley Dr, Apt. 301,  
Newport News, VA 23606) 
 
Agnes	Rodgers		(22 Milford Road , Newport News, VA 23601 ) 
 
Robert	Tankard		(605 Hamlin Street , Newport News, VA 23601-3714 ) 
 
Sally	Walker		(52 Ferguson Cove ,Newport News, VA 23606 ) 
 
Tom	Walters	(The Chesapeake  955 Harpersville Road, Apt. 1052 ,  
Newport News, VA 23601 ) 
 
Billie	Way	(Golden Living, Bayside of Poquoson, 1 Vantage Dr, Poquoson, VA 23662) 

Have	you	been	in	touch?		Cards, notes and letters are encouraging . 

Are	you	able	to	deliver	a	special	meal	or	treat?		Do you cook or bake?  If you know 
that any of our Homebound Members are able to have a treat, or receive a special  
meal—what a blessing you could be! 



Church Staff 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Lutz, Pastor 

Kim Webster, Pre-School Director 

Kevin Wilson, Business Administrator  

John T. Allsbrook, Director of Music Ministries 

Vanessa Sargent,  Administrative Assistant 

Rick Clifton, Custodian 

10246 Warwick Boulevard, Newport News, Virginia 23601   

Church Office: (757) 595-0383  

Website:  www.firstumcnewportnews.com 

 Pastor Elizabeth:  pastor@firstumcnewportnews.com 

Pastor’s phone:  Mobile: (757) 335-2649  Home (757) 595-5630 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 am—2:30 pm 

First United Methodist Church 

 

Sunday Services: 

9 am  Sunday School 

10 am  Worship  


